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1. PRESS COVERAGE ON BICENTENNIAL HAS BEEN HEAVY IN ALL 
MAJOR CITIES AND IMPRESSIVELY FOVORABLE. VIRTUALLY EVERY MAJOR 
UNIVERSITY HELD SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS AT THE MUNICIPAL, 
FEDERAL AND STATE LEVEL. FOR EXAMPLE, IN PORTO ALGRE, RIO 
GRANDE DO SUL STATE, THE MUNICIPAL CHAMBER AND TWO LEGAL 
ASSOCIATIONS SPONSORED THREE SPECIAL SESSIONS IN HONOR OP THE 
BICENTENNIAL. IN FORTALEZA, CEARA STATE, THE STATE LEGISLATURE 
HELD A PORMAL COMMEMORATIVE SESSION ON THE BICENTENNIAL. IN 
BRASILIA THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTE OP THE PEDERAL CHAMBER OF 
DEPUTIES SPONSORED A LECTURE SERIES WHICH INCLUDED DISTINGUISHED 
BRAZILIAN AND AMERICAN SPEAKERS DISCUSSING THE IMPACT OP THE AMER- 
ICAN REVOLUTION OVER THE LAST 200 YEARS. DETAILED LISTING OF 

THESE EVENTS FOLLOWS BY POUCH. 

2. THE EXTENT, SPONTANEITY AND EVIDENT SINCERITY OP 

THESE MANY COMMEMORATIONS THROUGHOUT BRAZIL WAS IMPRESSIVE 
AND MOVING. THE UNITED STATES AND ITS INSTITUTIONS ARE 
REAPECTED IN BRAZIL AND THE MAJOR JOURNALS AT TIMES 
COMMENT PAVORABLY ON ASPECTS OF US DEMOCRACY. BUT 
BRAZILIAN MEDIA MORE GENERALLY HIGHLIGHT PROBLEMS IN US- 
BRAZILIAN RELATIONS(EG PRIMARILY ECONOMIC BUT ALSO 
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Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


TO us DOMESTIV PROBLEMS. DURING BICENTENNIAL, BRAZILIAMS 
HAVE TAKEN A BROADER LOOK AT THE UNITED STATES FROM AN HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE IN TERMS NOT ONLY OF THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE, OUR CONSTITUTION AND OUR OTHER DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS, BUT ALSO OF WHAT OUR DEVELOPMENT HAS MEANT 
TO BRAZIL (E.G. AN INSPIRATION FOR BRAZIL'S OWN DEVELOPMENT) 

AND THE REST OF THE WORLD. THE GENERAL CONCLUSION DRAWN FROM THIS 
BICENTENNIAL RE-EXAMINATION HAS BEEN THAT THE EXAMPLE 
IS HIGHLY IMPORTANT AND CONSTRUCTIVE. ONE THEME RELEVANT TO 
BRAZIL'S SITUATION EXPLICIT OR IMPLICIT IS MANY CASES OF THES 
COMMEMORATIONS AND ASSESSMENTS HAS BEEN THAT THE PRESERVATION 
AND STRENGTHENING OF FREEDOMS THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD OF 
OUR DEVELOPMENT GIVES PROOF THAT LIBERTY IS CONSISTENT WITH 
GROWTH AND PROGRESS. 
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